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TY MEA EDTA FE LT after That 
| preach'd the following Sermon, I 


rend Brethren and Colleguès in the 
Lecture, to male it publik. I am 


fatisfed the: only Confederations that could move 


them to \defire this of me," were the Seaſonable- 
neis of the Matter,- and the viſible Impreſſion 
it maze upon the Audience. 8 THEE 
Having. no Intention of this Kind my" elf, 
when I compos'd it, my Thoughts are diliber d 
in the Style that is moſt natural fo me; and 
no more Time or Pains laid out upon them than 
T uſed to do in my ordinary Diſcourſes : My 
chief Aim being to promote the Spiritual Bene- 


fir of my Hearers, and deſiring no more than that 
So would be pleaſed to make what 1 ſhould 
Jay, acceptable and profitable. 


I muſt own there was an Honour done it 


in the Time of my being in the Pulpit, which T 
Aare at no rate aſſume to my ſelf, but muſt giue 
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fore I ſhall not wonder if it be had in leſs Eſtee! 
| 8 55 thoſe that did not hear it, or by ſuch 2 7 
1 Reading are taken moſt with That, which is 
| leaſt 0 be conſidered in @ Sermon. 
q But if what I here reſent, may be of uſe to 
| refreſh the Memory of thoſe that were affected 
| by it, and it ſhall pleaſe Gop to accompany the 
; Reading with his gracious Preſence to any 
1 ſcrious Minds, as he did the Preaching of #t, 1 
( ſhall eaſily bear the Cenſures of Others, I have 
ö enlarg d upon ſome of the laſt Heads, which 
Jas obliged to ſhorten for want of Time. 
That Gop would beſtow a greater Meaſure 
of his Holy Spirit upon Miniſters and People, 
and revive his Work in the midſt of us, that 
it may be well with us and our Land, is the 
hearty Prayer of an unworthy Servant of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, 4 0% 2 


Peckham, 
Nov. 11. 1723. 


THOMAS REYNOLDS: 


Rom. 


2 42570 0 "ot the Riches if his Gut: 
ness, and Forbearance, and Long- 
.. ſuffering, not knowing that the Good- 
neſs of God leadeth thee fo 1 


tance. 


B ut after thy Hardneſs and. impenitent 
Heart, treaſureſt up unto thy ſelf 
| Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 


and Revelation of the ri hopes Jude: 
ment of God. 


— Shall waye the Subject I have for 
8} ſome Time been upon, that I may 
help you in the Improvement of 
the adorable Goodneſs of God, 
we are called moſt thankfully to 
- commemorate on this Anniverſary :* A Day 
that uſed to be obſerved with great Solemmity 
by our pious Predeceſſors, and to which God 
( as a ſenſible Token, I believe, of his Accep- 
tance and Wellpleaſedneſs) has made a further 
Addition of Glory, by the amazing Delive- 
rance he began for us on the ſame Day towards 
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the Cloſe of the laſt Century, and which muſt 
be freſh in the Memory of many, if not moſt 
of you, here preſen t. 
That I may come to what I propoſe, I ſhall 
not now inſiſt upon the Argument the Apoſtle 
is carrying on in this and the foregoing Chapter, 
to prove both Few and Gentile under Sin, in or 
der to make way for cſtabliſhing, the great Doc- 
trine of Zuſtification by Jeſus Chriſt; but only 
obſerve, that his immediate Defign in the three 
firſt Verſes of this Chapter is to faſten a Con- 
viction upon thoſe, who, whilſt they cenſured 
and condemned others, were guilty of the ame 
Practices themſelves. And his Aim in my Text, 
is to baffle the Conceit of ſuch, as were ready 
to draw a falſe Concluſion, from the Gaod- 
neſs and Forbearance of God, by judging it 
a. Token of his Approbation, when all intend- 
ed by it was only to lead them to Repentance, 
and give them an Opportunity for it. There- 
fote he lets them know that if they continu 
ed by their Sins to abuſe his Goodneſs and 
Patience, it would draw: down at length a1 
heavy Vengeance of God upon them, an 
Puniſhments proportionable to the Riches of 
Mercy they deſpiſed. This I take to be the 
general Purport of the Words. In diſcourſing 
upon which I ſhall do the following Things. 


I. Conſider the Account here given of the 
kind, the benign, and ' merciful Conduct of 
God, in the Courſe of his Providence wt 
110 wards 


* 
- 
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wards us Men. He is 5 in his Goodneſs, 
Farbearance and Long-ſuffer ing. 

II. I would ſay ſomething of his Deſign here- 
by, which is 70. lead us to Repentance. 

III. 1 ſhall obſerve, that inſtead of making 
thoſe Returns for the divine Goodneſs, as in 
Reaſon might be expected, People are apt 10 
deſpiſe it. 

1172 V. That fo gricvqus an Abuſe as this, is 
owing to the want of Conſideration. Not know: 
ing, that is, not conſidering, hat the Goodneſs 
of God leadeth thee to Repentance. 

V. Through the want of Conſideration and 
a Cuſtom in Sin, Men contract a Hardneſs and 
Inpenitency of Heart. 

I. That the fearful Wrath of Gad doth 

| await ſuch i n Sinners. 
VII. Tho here they ſhould eſcape his Jug, 
ments, there is a Day of Wrath appointed, 
when he will reveal the ſame in a Manner 
that will be v4 to eyery Eye, and righteous 
in the Account of the whole World. 

VIII. And laſtly, the Wrath that ſhall then 
be inflicted upon impenitent Sinners, will bear 
a Proportion t to thoſe Riches of Goodneſs, For 
bearance and Long fytering, Lay have been de. 
ſpiſed by them, | 20 

I would ſay ſomething, under cach of thets 
Heads, and mind you, as 1 go along, of thoſe 
Things we ought more particulacly, to com- 
memotate on this Anni verſaty Dee, The 
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(6) 
1. Thing th that I am to conſider is 25e 


Account here given of the kind, the beni 
and merciful Conduct of Gop in the Courſe of 


by 4 


his Providence towards us Men. He is rich 


in his Goodneſs, Forbearance and Long-ſuffer- 
ing. Deſpiſeft thou the Riches of his Go 
1 &c? 

By the Goodneſs of Gov, we are to under: 
ſtand his beneficent or communicative Good. 
eſs. There is after our way and manner of 


conceiving, the natural and the communicative 
Goodneſs of Gop. The Hirſt is the infinite 


Perfection of his N ature, and the Second (which 


is here intended) is his Inclination and Readi- 
neſs to do good to his Creatures. It is his 


Bounty or Beneficence. His Will and Self. pro- 


penſion to diffuſe his Benefits. So the P/al- 
miſt ſpeaks. The Lord zs good, and he doth 


Soc. Pſal. cxix. 68. 


The Forbearance of Gop, is his Patience to 
wards Sinners, who tho he be a holy Gon, and 
cannot behold Iniquity without juſt Indignation, 
yet does not preſently proceed to puniſh the 
Inſolencies and Affronts that are done him. 

The Long-ſuffering of Gop denotes a higher 
degree of Patience, viz. his continuing a long 
while before he puniſhes; bearing all that Time 
with many repeated Indignities, and diſcover- 
ing a Backwardneſs to execute his Judgments - 
* Sirſners, tho they greatly deſerve them. 

It is further to be obſerved, that the Apolile 
does. not t judge it ſufficient ſimply to nen 
— ; thele 


(7). 


tile, adorable Perfections, but when bl 


7ion, às not thinking them duly repreſented with- 
out it. Therefore he adds the word Riches, 
Ted them the Riches of his Goagneſs, &c. 
The Deſign of which Expreſſion i is, to {ct forth 
the wonderful Plenitude, Variety and Abun- 
dance of his Goodneſs. Vat Treaſures thereof, 
ſuch as are not ſoon. and preſently exhauſted, 
and which in their various Diſtributions are 
lengthned out to a large Space of Time. 


And this is the Account the holy Scriptures | 


frequently give us of them. Thus Gov. is ſaid to 
be rich in Mercy, Eph. i ii. 4 Plenteons in Mercy. 
Pal. ciii. 8. abundant in Goodneſs, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 


We read of the Multitnde of” his tender Mercies. . 


Mercies, tender Mercics, and a Multitude of 
them, Pſal. li. 1. He. is e e ee 
loo to Anger, Nehem. ix. 17. Long. ſuffering ., 
and of great Mercy, Numb. xiv. 18. 

Beſides this we liave many Scripture 9 
ces and Examples hereof. He bore long with 
the old World, before he ſwept them all away 
with an uni verſal Deluge, Gen. iii. 6. He held 


back his Wrath from the Amorites for diverſe 


Generations till they had filled up the Meaſure 


of their Iniquities, Gen. xv. 16. And how 


long did he bear with his antient People the 
Jeus, before he deſtroyed their City and Tem- 
ple, and gave them into the Hands of their 


of them, he does, it with a mighty Amplifica-.. . 


1 
74 
Q 
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l 


Enemies? not cxccuting preſently his ferce , 


Wrath, but waiting long, and uſing all hat 
Time the propereſt Means to reclaim and re- 


form wem. I he 8 of his ſo doing is 
a 


\ 


6 | 

l (8. k 

f a Proof of the Goodneſs and Mercifulneſs of 
| his Nature. It was becauſe he had C ompaſſion . 
on his People and on his Dueling; Place, 
| 2 "Chron. RxxvVi 15. 

And again, before their final Rejection, when 
his Wrath flatti'd out to the uttermoſt. How, 
| often would he have gathered them, as 4 Hen 
| gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, that: 
is; with the utmoſt Concern and Tenderneſs? 
| Mat. xxili. 37. Nay at the Time that mat · 
| ters were brought to the laſt Extremity. Such 
| was the Pity and Compaſſion of our incarnate 
i Lox, that bcholding the City he could not 
do it without Tears, and a; moſt paſſionate 
| Wiſh, hat they had known the Things that 
li belmg'd to their Peace, whillt, ſo fair; an Op- 
| portunity was, put into their Hands, Luke -xix, 
41, 42. He wept over it for the terrible De- 
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4 ſtruction they were haſtning upon themſelves 
ö through their own Perverſeneſs and Obſtrnacy 
it in Defiance of all the means of Preychtion. 


lf Theſe now ate Inſtances and Proofs of the Riches 
| of Gop's Goodneſs, F Farbcarance and Long- 
ſuffering, . | 
But that which we ate called more eſpecial- 
ly to.refle& upon are thoſe Inſtances, which he 
hath manifeſted to us of theſe Nations, « Thoſe 
innumerable, Benefits and Bleſſings, which it 
hath pleaſed Gop to favour us with. Here give 
1 me leave to remind you, * 
1 1. Of the many Bleſſmgs which we of theſe 4 
[ Na ations. do at preſent enjoy. \ 
| 2. ** Means by b they have been pre: \ 
| | * 4 and continued 10 us. And this, 
3. Notwith: 


0" 


— 
p 


oP) 
3. Natwithanding the repeated Furfeiturts 
de have made of them by our grievous Sths 
ana Provocations. 4 | LF - C3265; "—_ 


GoD in it, muſt be obliged to confeſs, that there 
. Is not a People upon Earth more ſignally favour- 
£d, and more graciouſly indulged than-we are 
at this Day. We have almoſt every Thing, that 
m Reaſon we can wiſh to render us a happy 
ES B 2 People 


( 104) 
People, could we be content therewith: And 
albeit there are many (the greater Pity ) who 
complain and murmur, yet it is with as little 
. Reaſon as any People under the Cope of Hea- 
ven. We only. want more ſenſible and grate- 
ul Hearts. If theſe were added to the reſt. of 
our Mercies, there is a ſufficient Concurrence of 
all other Things to render us exceeding happy. 
Our Land flows with Plenty, ( may this 
Mercy, if Go ſee fit, be continued.) A greater 
"Increaſe of all the Productions of Nature, far 
the neceſſary Supplies of Life, we ſcarce ever 
had than what has been afforded us within theſe 
few Years paſt ; nor has the Nation, ordinarily 
ſpeaking, been in a better State of Health, 
when at the ſame Time it has been far other- 
wiſe elſewhere, 
As to our civil Rights and Properties, we 
have as full an Enjoyment. of them as ever, and 
this ſecured by the ſtrongeſt Protection and 
Fence, that our Laws can provide for us. 
We haye the Happineſs of being at Peace 
with all our Neighbours. The Complaints for 
want of Trade are (as far as I can learn) every 
where abated, and the Hands of the Poor arę 
almoſt univerſally employed, 

We have a wiſe and merciful Prince upon 
the Throne, who refuſes nothing the Nation 
deſires, to make it ſelf caly. A Prince who 
chuſes to conquer the worſt of his Enemies, ra- 
ther by an Exceſs of Clemency, than Strictneſs 
of Juſtice. A Prince, who not only wiſhes well 
to the Nation's Intereſt, but ſeems intent in his 
Endegyonrs tq promote the Peace, the Proſpe- 


| ep EE rity, 


di yo ; 
(11) 


rity;: and the Honour of the whoſe PRO TEA 
TINT CAUSE. | 68] 
. - -, Beſides theſe Mercies, we are favoured with 
a Miniſtry, that have given convincing Proofs, 
I think, of their indefatigable Pains and Dili- 
gence for ſecuring the publick Tranquillity at a 
Time, when our old reſtleſs Popiſh Enemies 
were (and for ought we know may be (till ) as 
buſy as ever, to diſturb our Repoſe, and to run 
all things, if poſſible, into the utmoſt Confuſion. 
Me are bleſſed with an united ParLiamenT; 
a Bench of ſober Biſbops and excellent Fudpes, 
with a Set of Juſtices in the Peace and other 
inferior Magiſtrates more hearty in the Intereſt 
of the Nation, than we have had of a long Time. 
The chief Magiſtrates of this great and populous 
City, ( whole Intereſts and Influence have ſuch 
a Sway in the Nation ) are known to be well 
affected to his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment: and in a Word, notwithſtanding thoſe 
melancholy Symptoms, which in other Re- 
ſpects are upon us; there is at preſent ſuch a 
Conjuncture of many Circumſtances, as gives us 
a fair Opportunity of making our ſelves a prof- 
perous and happy People, if in this our Day 
we did but know, (Oh that we did) the Things 
that belong to our Peace. #3 
I have one Thing more to add, which is of 
much greater Conſideration, than any Thing I 
have hitherto ſaid ; and this reſpects our ReL1- 
©» GIovs LiBERTIEs, Wehave the PRaTESTANT 
REL1610N (which I am perſuaded, as to its 
main Doctrines, is the true Chriſtian Religion) 
ſecured to us and our Pgſterity, as far as human 
ER I . Laws 


6129 


Laws can do it, tho':theſe, I confeſs; are but 


weak Securities, if Gon be not for us. The 
Enjoyment of this does inſinitely exceed all our 
Other Mercies and Bleſſings. an 

As for us Diſſenters, we have the free Ex- 
erciſe of our religious Liberty. And tho” as 
hearty Engliſhmen and Lovers of our Country, 
we could wiſh, that thoſe Reſtraints were taken 
off, which incapacitate ſome of his MajesTty's 
beſt Subjects from ſerving the Government, yet 
we haye Reaſon to be exceeding thankful to 
Gop and Man, that we are under no Reſtraints 
in the worſhipping of Gop according to our 
Conſciences, but in religious Reſpects are fa- 
voured with a greater Liberty (by Law) than 
our Forefathers enjoyed. I wiſh we were du- 
ly ſenſible of this Mercy, and had Hearts to make 
a better Improvement of it. | | 

Now toallude to thoſe Words in Denterono- 
my, Chap. iv. 7. What Nation is there ſo great, 
who hath Gop ſo nigh unto them, as the Loxn 
our Gop in all Things that we have called upon 
him for? Theſe muſt queſtionleſs be reckoned 
among the greateſt Bleſſings it is poſlible for a 
Nation to be favoured with. Theſe, my Bre. 
thren, .are what we enjoy at this Day. What 
a clear Demonſtration does this afford of the 
Goodneſs of Gov, yea, the Riches of his Good. 
neſs towards us! but this will be further evident 
in the =, 

24, Place, from the wonderful Appearances af 
Gop's Providence in preſerving theſe Bleſſmgs 
for us, and in continuing of them thus far t0 us. 
May they reach down to the lateſt Poſterity ! = . 


In thinking of NY we ſhould look back to 
what our Fathers have told us, and the Works 
which Gop did in their Days, in the Times that 
have gone before us, as well as thoſe that have 
been done of late, and of which our own Eyes: 
have been Witneſſes. Whatever have been the 
Means of procuring and pteſerving to us the Bleſ. 
ſiogs and Privileges, I have mentioned, whether 
in our o]n or former Limes, whether in nearer 
ot more diſtant Cauſes of them; they ought to 
be eonſideted by us in order to a clearer Mani- 
feſtation / and a fullexr Conviction of 'the Riches 
of the divine Goodneſs. As the true Religion, 
with the free Enjoyment he our —— Liberties 
and Properties, are the moſt aiſtingui ſping Ble. 

ſmgs a Nation can be poſſeſſed of; ſo e 
it ſhall appear that ſuch of them as were vouch⸗ 
ſafed to our Forefathers, had never: reached us 
their: Poſterity ; or altho they had reached us, 
would not have been continued to us in the 

Manner they now are, without the extraordina- 

ry and marvellous: Interpoſals of the divine Pro- 

vidence;z the more, I ſay, theſe Things ſhall ap- 
peat plain and conſpicuous, the greater Demon- 
ſtration will it give us of the Goodneſs of Goo. 

And the more particular we are in our Reflections 

upon theſe Things and the Circumſtances relat- 

ing to them, the deeper and more laſting: In. 

Preſſion in all likelihood will it leave upon us. 
But this muſt in a great Meaſure be left to 

Jour on more private Meditations, and con- 
ſulting thoſe Accounts and Hiſtories that are given 
. more at large of theſe Matters. I can only of. 


Kee: 8 Things, as fat as the Limits of the 
Time 


64). 

Time to which I am confin'd will allow me 

The breaking forth of the g/orious Light” of” 
the REFORMATION by gradual, weak, and im- 
probable: Means, and making its Way through 
all Oppoſition, till it had quite overſpread this 
and other Nations, had not more of a viſible ; 
Hand of Gop in it, than there has been in its 
Gontinuance and Preſetvation by the na De- 
feats, which from Time to Time have been given 
by the ec Providence of Gop, to the an. 
wearied Deſigns of our Popiſß and inveterate Ene. 
mies. I ſhall mention ſome of them to you. 

It was by a remarkable Hand of God, that in 
the Reign of Queen Elisabeth, theſe Kingdoms 
were delivered from the Spaniſb Inuaſion; when 


that powerful Armada, which out Enemies had 


the Confidence to call Invincible, was defeat- 
ed by a much inferior Force, and after wards diſ- 
pers di and broken in Pieces with Storms and 
Tempeſts, and ſuch a Blow given to the formida- 
ble Power of that Kingdom, as they have not been 
able to recover themſelves from it to this Day. 
It was by the ſame good Providence watching 
over us that in the Reign ſucceeding, the Powder 
Treaſon, which we are called at this Time with 
much joy and Thankfulneſs to remember, 
Was ſeaſonably diſcovered and diſappointed ; 
concerning which I ſhall only ſay; that according 1 
to the Accounts of it that are publiſned, it was 
one of the moſt unnatural and barbarous Con. 


0 
1 


ſpiracies that cycr was. A Deſign to deſtroy a | 


whole Nation at one Stroke, and had it not beem 


diſcovered, what Tongue is able to relate the 


Miferies that muſt have come upon us, beſides | 


the Extirpation of our Religion But 


(yy) 

But chat which: ſhould; moſt nearly affect 
us, Was the Deliverance; we had by the, late go. 
rious REVOLUTION A little hefoxe which we 

ſaw ourſelves: redue d tothe ſaſt duxtremity, our 
IAbertſes and our Religion juſt;ready, to be ſacri- 
ficed;: the Neck upon Block; and the Hand liſt-· 
ed ap. for the BIN w, no viſible. Appearance, or 
8 much as a rational Probability of Eſcape, 
Ous Hearts ſunk xixhin us for Feat, every Man 
almoſt might be ſeen, with his; Hands on his 
Loins, as a Woman in Trauail, > andevery Face 
turned. into Naleneſ . 99 
But in ſuch a deſperate, Condition to which 
we were then, brought, was 1777 not a mapi- 
— and Wonderful Appearance of Gen in ani: 
ating, a Praxcs. (whoſe, Namo asd Memory 
be evet ptecious to all that love the Fra: 
2 Religim and an Engliſh, Government;) 
in.anjmating; I ſay, and ſtigting un the Prifce of 
Orance(who was firſt our grcat Deliveres, and 
after warde deſetvediy our g/orious, King.) tqat- 
tempt our Reſcue; in view ofthoſe ſeemingly, inſu 
pęrable Difficulties that preſented, before, him? 
And how ſerange as it, that a People under ſuch 
miſerable Circumſtances as we then were, ſhould 
bedelivered fromPopery and Slavery,and have all 
their,Rights,Libertics and Privileges reſtor'd unto - 
them; within the ſhort Space of a few Weeks, 
and this (Which is as ſurprizing as any Thing) 
almoſt without the Effuſion of Blood, (tho 


| 5 the Kingdom was then full of Soldiers, ) and 


al complested and... finiſhd with the Los 
”Y of very few Lives. a 


1 8 "vi 1 cant 
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- Teartiot enter inte Particulars, which tender 


this Providence amaz 
the Detail of what happened ſince: The Fears 


we were in about the PRoTesTantT/ Svecesst- 


oN; the ſeaſonable Acceſſion of his preſent 
MaJesry to the Throne, who by his perſonal 
Virtues, that make him the Mirror of the Ape; 
and by thoſe of his #//aftrious and fruitful Houſe, 
did render us Secure of Happineſs even to'a 
Fault, till awakened by the deſperate Attempts 
of ſome raſh Men in the Scorch Rebellion, and 
the late horrid Conſpitacy which through the 
tender Mercies of our Goh has been hitherto 
defeared. But theſe Things are ſo freſh in 
your Memories, that I hope there needs no 
more than the bate mentioning them to you! 
However, às What I have ſaid gives the fulleſt 
Proof of the ſperial Concern of Providence, ſo is it 
no ſeſs an Evidence of the Riches of Gops Good- 
#6ſs to us. T have one Thing mote to add in the 
2 34. And laſt Place as a further Enhancement 
of the Divine Goodneſs, and this is, his tun- 
timing to us by theſe remarkable arances 
bf his Providence; the ineſtimable 
Bleſſings we have been ſpraking of, notwith- 
ſtanding the repeated Forfeitures we have made 
bf them, by our grievous Sins and Provocations. 
- -Hereby he has diſcovered not only the Riches 
bf his CoD, but his Forbearance too. Tho 
it muſt be confeſſed, we have walked very un- 


ſuitably to theſe his great Mercies, and inſtead...” 


el bringing forth Fruit anſwerable to his Good- 


neſs, have rather done Iniquity as we A 
A | 2 


ing; nor can I give yo 


7 


Nr 
1 . 


(7) 

hath he forborn to puniſh-us according to the 
Deſert of our Sins. What outrageous Wicked- 
neſs, what crying Abominations of all Sorts, have 
been practiſed among us! And yet he hath ſpar- 
ed us, and not ſuffered thoſe Judgments we fear d. 
to come upon us; nor that ſore Evil, which 
ſtruck ſuch Terror throughout all Euroes, and 
made ſuch Havock in the neighbouring K2ng- 

dum, I mean the dreadful Peſtilence, of whic 
we were in ſo much Danger. 5 
But whilſt Gop hath been thus 3 
od to us, we have been guilty of euery evi 
Mort; inſtead of making a due Improvement 
of our Mercies, we have turned the Grace of 
Gor into Wantonneſs. We have been bleſſed 
above all People, but inſtead of rendring the Duty 
and Affection that became us, we have W 

with the moſt daring Inſolence, and practiſe 
thoſe Sins, which ought not to be fo much as 
named among Chriſtians. How have all Gop's 
Laws been broken in a Manner the moſt impr- 
dent! How has his Goſpel been deſpiſed, and the 
Grace of it either moſt ſcornfully rejected, or moſt 
ſhamefully abuſed at the Time he has been exe- 
cut ing his terrible Zudgments in the Earth! One 
might well have expected that he would preſent- 
ly. have deftroyed ſuch a Nation as this, but in- 
ſtead hereof how hath his Patience born with 
us, and his Goodneſs loaded us with its Benefits 
even. whilſt, we have been preſſing him with 
our Sins, 4s 4 Cart is pa 3 with Sheaues.! 
ea how ſeen: his Long-ſuffering ! That has 
m £9, 


not only for org. 


Puniſh. us, but ait ion 
zus for à long F/pace. of Time, not a oY 
Sen — is 


* 


( 18 » 


1 


ee de I h Dp UP ag be 
have been ptivileged with. Often have we 


been threatned and brought to the brink of 
Ruin, Gop bras given us an awakening ſight of 
our Danger, and thewn us how eafy it were for 
him to deliver us up to Deſttuction; we have 


been brought very near to it: but then on 3 


ſudden his Heart has relented, and hisown right 
Arm has brong ht Salvation to us. This has 


been done not once or twice but many a Time, 
even as oft as our neceſſitous Circumſtances did 


require it. Docs not this ſhew the Riches of 
his Goodneſs, Forbearance and Long ſuffering ? 
No this being plainly the Caſe, I think it 
ought to convince us moſt ſenſibly of the double 
Duty we ſhould be found in the Ptactice of, 
upon this anmverſary Occaſion. es 
Firſt, the offering up our moſt humble and un- 
feigned 'Thankſgivings for all this rich, and u. 
bundant Goodneſs which it hath pleaſed Gon 


Fo - beſtow upon us. How deeply ſhould our 


Hearts be affected with it! The more, by how 
much we'muſt be conſcious, that we have ren- 
dred ourſelves eſs than the leaſt of all his Mer- 
cies, How is it, that we have not wearied out 
his Patience and turned his Loving-kindneſs into 
inexorable Wrath £ Whence is it, that we have 
been ſpar'd, whilſt other Nations have drank 
ſo deep of the Cup of his Fury? Can we ſay 
we are better than they? Do we not till 


ks 
ions than the Sins of other Nations? Oh the 
Riches of the Diyine Goodneſs to a we 
BE g . * — | aye 


eſpects attended with more heinons\,Aggrava- 


ſiſt in our Sins? And are they not in divers,,*® 


(19) _— 
have beheld his r3ghreoles "Severity to others? 
I ig of the Loxp's Mercy, not of out Deſetv- 
ings, hat we are not conſumed, even becauſe his 
Compaſſions fail not; tho* conſidering our Sins, 
there is juſt cauſe of Wonder they have not failed 
long before this. May we then with Lip and 
+ Heart ptoclaim the high Praiſes of our good and 
merciful. Gop! May, our Souls and all that is 
within us magnify and bleſs his Holy Name! 
Let us bleſs him and for er none of his Benefits. 
Let us praiſe him, who hath redeemed our Lives 
from Deſtruttion, and crowned us with 1 

kindneſs and tender Mercies. Oh give Than 
unto the Lorp, for he is good, and his Mercy 
enduret h for ever. Oh that Men would praiſe 
the Lon for his Goodneſs! Let them exalt 
him alſo in the Congregation of the People, and 
praiſe him in the Aſſembly of the Elders, Pal. 
cvii. 31, 32. | | 4 3 « N dA; 
The other Duty we ſhould be found in the 
Practice of, is the repenting of our Sins. This 
no doubt is the End, for Which Gop has been 
ſo rich in his Goodneſs, Forbearance and Long- 


ſuffering to us. All this is to lead us to Repen- 
tance, which is ge NN 


II. Second Obſervation, that offers itſelf 
from the Words. The Deſign and Tendency of 
all his Goodneſs is to nove and melt our Hearts. 
By this Gop deals with us as a kind Father by 
Ohhildren that are undutiful, who ( tho' he has 

often admoniſhed them of their Faults, threatned 
what he would do to them, given them gentler 
Corrections) does ſtill wink at their Offne, 


(19) 

and forbears to come to Extremities, nay conti- 

nues to provide for them, and to beſiow many 

N Favours upon them, in hope to overcome 
them at length by winning them to their Duty. 

And what * and ſtubborn Hearts have. 

we that will not be wrought upon by the Good- 

neſs of Gop! ſuch Riches of his Goodneſs 1. He . 

loads us with his Benefits „ that he might con- 

quer us by Love, with the Cords of a Man does 

ns heavenly Father chuſe to draw us to N. 

el 
By his 8 * would convince, us 
how "Fall his Heart is of Pity and Compaſſion; 
and how un willing he is, that avy of xs ſoould 
periſh, 2 Pet. iii, 9. His bearing with us is 
not from any /iking to our Sin, no, it is the 
abominable T hing his Soul hateth, but from the 

Pity of his Nature. He knows the Terror of 

his © own Wrath, and how unable we ſhall be 

to ſupport under it; how miſerable, when once 

his ferce er ſhall flame out like an Oven 2. 

us. That we can no more withſtand his 
ury, than Cha can reſiſt the Force of a terri- 

ble M hirluind, or dry Stubble the Flames of a 

conſuming Fire. He knows, that our. Hands 

cannot be ſtrong, nor our Hearts be able to en- 
dure in the Day that. he Hall deal with us, 

Ezek. xxii. 14. 

It is out of Pity therefore that he bears with 
us, being loth, exceeding loth to come to Ex- 
tremities. Fr ou feign N eſcape his 

Judgments, as knowing how it Will be 
* us 10 fall into the Hands of avcoging Jar 

_ rice, He is repreſented in Seriptuce: as Bau- 
Unt ing 


(21) 
ing 2 Conflict within thimſelf when 
by our Sins; and his Compaſſion is fet forth as 
getting che upper Hand of his Juſtice. | How 
4 vio: rhee ap, Ephraim? How foall I de. 
tbver 1 . d. How can 1 do this to 
voa the Poſterity of Abraham my Friend, the 
People of my Covenant, the Sheep of my Paſ- 
tute ; thoſe for whom I have had ſo tender and 
ancient an Affection, and between whom and 
me tliere has been fo near an Alliance, and of 
ſich long ſtanding? How ſbatl I mar thee 'as 
Admah f Hou ſhall I ſet tes as Zeboim'? How 
can I deliver mee up to an irrevocable Deſttuc- 
tion as I did thoſe and other Cities? Gon ſtands 
as it were with the deſtroying Sword in his Hand, 
and his Hand lifred up on high; but before he 
ſmites, he admits à Parley with his Mrrey, 
whoſePleadings are ſo prevalent, that he lays it 
down again, ſaying, Ay Hrart is turned with- 
in me,; my" Repentinge aro /kindled togrrher: The 
Pity\ofniy Nature willmotſuffer me to do it. I 
will not execute the Fierceneſs.of mine Anger, 
T oil nus return to deſtroy Ephraim; ur Tam 
Go»; and not Mam, 80 Hodſea xil 8, 9. His 
Forbeuruanre ſfhews his greut Backwurdnſs to 
break With his People. And he hath ſworn by 
himſelf, that he hath no Pleaſure in the Death 
of Sinners, but rather that they turn 
Their evil Mays and live, Ezek. xxx. 11. 
Again the Deſign of his Long ſuffering is, 70 
give us an Opportunity for Repentance. The 
np warkefh that he may be grarions, Tas" 
" #xx. 18. He bears long to ſee if we will be⸗ 
think ourſelves and return to him. He gives 


C 


(ones) 
t all the Stope that may be, dung we a 
reſolue to periſſi; we ſhall remain ing], 
and be. obliged toi acquit and -juſtify,: him; and 
take the whole Blame upon our ſefves,,)' It 
zs not fot want of Paer, that he docs not lpee- 
dily animadvert upon the Sins of 4 Petſon, a 
Family or a Nation, but that he might gi ue them 
$07, And by theſe Means, name- 
ly, by the Riches of hit Goodneſs, Forbearance 
and Long ſuffering, He would lead, yea pow- 
crfully and ſpur us up to Repentance. 
This is the End of all. If the Event prove 
otherwiſe, we can charge it upon none Anat 
ourſelves. asm 1 mut obſerve 
| LI 2141 £1! | 
III. Tae Kb is * Dereit N 
neſs of our Hearts, that we are apt to abuſe the 
Goodneſs of Gop, and inſtead of applying on 4 
the Purpoſes it is intended for, to Se 
the Reverſe. And where this is the Caſe, the 
Lokn accounts it, as in Effect it is a Apes 
of hit Goodneſs. Fw 
Many grow worſe by that which ſhould ber. 
ter them, : Inſtead of being led to Repentance, 
they take Occaſion from the Goodneſs and For- 
bearance of Gop to grow more preſumptuour 
in Sin. To grow more atheiſtical and pro. 
fane, as if He took no notice of their Ways, 
or were not offended with them. From his 
forbcaring to puniſh, they only become more 8 
bold and "afolene. Becauſe Sentence againſt an wh 
evil Work is not executed. [peedity, therefare © 
the: Heart of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in 


em to do Evil, Eccl. viii. 11. Thus the 
Mercies 


3 


; (23) 

Mercies of Gob are abuſed to Ends directly 
contrary to thoſe they are intended for. 
Baut how vile a Carriage is this, to uſe th 
Manifeſtations of Gos Kindneſs as an Gef 
on of greater Sin! What is this, but a 40 
defpitz ro the Sp irit of Gare? Heb. k. 29. i 
Deſign) hereby is to rechber us from our Sins, 
and we take occaſion to plunge DOI 4 55 
into them. er umend us, and 
grow worſe and woiſe. Ho a b 
this! What an odions Contefupt I 725 
Gob;when the more he 5 us by His: W 
che more we-alienate ourſelves from him 
are. the worſt of all Redels, who the more th 
rmioy of theit Princes Amex, e n more they 
rehel againſt hiin. 
+0 Herein Nen do in & ##etche# Miner de- 
ſpile the Goodneſs ef Gob, when they ma 
mot a right uſe of it, but pervett” it to oth 
Bhdb, than he would have the. *And is h 
this the Gullt that Jyes very heguy 67 Li 
Nations: at this Day? Who e 
brought to Repentance by all t Bee 
id Mercies we have had, grow) ratte 5 ore 

yſecurecin, our Sins and Haruntd in but 
naa. Can we fay thar we are in a Does 

i60rmed? Bleſſed: be Gop thete ate a Tale 
Mc ieties aof religious and ſobę * Mev, hö ch 
mite tficir Endeavours to reftra 5. the Viaour. 
metz of ihe Age and reform the Land: yet not- 
© .Nithſtanding/ all the Pams apd 'Expentts hy 
Jae at Y carafter Year, What Ba ics do th 
bmect with in thelt Work, and how docs I 


2d D  quity 


(24) ” 
quity abound in deſpite of all the Means that 
are us d to ſuppreſs it?: | 

Even among thoſe, that make a Profeſſion of 
Religion, what Abuſes may there be obſerved. of 
the Mercy and Goodneſs of God ? Is not our Plen- 
ty by many abuſed into Luxury? Our Peace 
turn d into a Mar againſt Gop, — angry Conten: 
tions among ourſelves? Our Liberty into ſcan- 
dalous Libertiniſm: ? Such — of Princi- 
ples and Praclice, as, ſhould it go on to prevail, 
will ſoon deſtroy 4% Religion by running every 
thing into-Scepticiſm, if it does not proceed far- 
ther till it has plunged many into downright Athe- 
zn? How does Irreligzon, Profaneneſs and Im. 
morality abound in all Places throughout the 
Kingdom ? What dangerous Errors are there 
daily and openly . broach'd, and how: wanting 
are we in our Endeavours to oppoſe them! What 
lewd Practices do we hear of! What ſcandalous 
Enormities among Men of all Parties and Per- 
ſuaſions, not excepting thoſe, who formerly uſed 
to keep themſelves free of the Corruptions — 
Vices of the Times | 

Theſe are the Returns we make for the Mer: 
cies and Favours which Gop hath: ſo: plentifully 
afforded us; for the many Preſervations and De- 
liyerances he hath granted us; ſo that inſtead of 
having our Hearts melted by his Goodneſs, in- 
ſtead of being /ed to Repentanceby his Forbear- 
_ ance and Long ſuffering, we grow more impious 


and wicked, and act as thoſe that lid him De- . 


ce. O fookſh and unwiſe do aue thus requite 5 
Alas ? But hence is ir that Men ſhould 


be 


6.2 


i W * , 94 
* i 
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(25) 
be ſo perverſe and ungrateful? To anſwer this 
I proceed | to the 


IV. Obſervation that offers from my Text, 
which is, That all this grievous Abuſe of Di- 
vine Gooaneſs is very much owing to the want 
of Conſideration: Not knowing, that is, not 
conſidering, that the Goodneſs of Gop leadeth 
us to Repentance. | 

Would People fit down and ſeriouſly bethink 
themſelves; would they ſedately reflect and con- 
ſider; would they uſe the Underſtanding of Men; 
would they meditate and muſe on theſe Riches 
of the Divine Goodneſs, &c. they would 
plainly ſee- that the Tendency of all is to bring 
them to Repentance, and that Gop hereby, like 
one leading them by the Hand, is pointing out 
their Duty to them as with a Finger; that he 
not only gives them Time, but plies them with 
the ſtrongeſt Motives to Repentance. Would 
they conſider, how is it poſlible for them to 
think otherwiſe? certainly they can never ima- 
gine, that he who is able to deſtroy them in 4 
Moment, would preſerve them merely to inſult 
his Government, revile his Authority, and fy 
in his Face: That it muſt be inconſiſtent with 
his Wiſdom, Holineſs and Sovereignty, to put 
ſo many Mercies into their Hands only to fut- 
niſh them with Weapons to rebel againſt him. 


# * If then this can never be his Deſign, where- 
15 in can we ſo well account for it, as in conceiv- 
ing it to be his Intention hereby to overcome 
= mag of their Hearts, and gain 


Dz upon 


( 26) 
upon them by the tender ders of Altare- 


ment? 


i 


And if we . conſult the Rules wy "Bs 


ſon, Decency, and Gratitude, low would every 


one of theſe, and eſpecially all of them together, 


ſupply us with the /fronge/t Indutemeuts to Re- 
pentance? Has the Loxp ſhewn. us ſo much 


Mercy? Has he favoured us with ſuch Aiſtin· 


guiſbing Benefits and Bleſſings? Has he pre- 


ſerved us to this Day by ſuch — gpearun- 

ces of his Providence ? Has he delivered us from 
ſuch imminent Dangers? And ſhall we for all 
his Goodneſs return him nothing but Evil? 
Has he not in Reaſon the greateſt Claim to all 
the Prazſe, and Love, and Duty we are capas 
ble of expreſling? Shall we not be the greateſt 
Monſters of 1 ogratitude, and make ourſelves viler 
than the very Brates in abuſing; all this Mercy? 
The Ox knows his Owner, and the Aſs his 


Maſter's Crib, They will ſhew a ſort of Love 


and Reſpec?, according to their Capacity, to thoſe 
that maintain and feed them; even theſe, tho' 
reckoned among the dulleſt and moſt ſtupid of 
Creatures, have ſuch a Senſe of Duty as to know 
their Owner, to ſerve him, to ſubmit to his 
Yoke, and draw in it: Shall we be mote ſtupid 
than the Ox or Aſs? Since Gon has endowed us 
with the noble Faculty of Reaſon, ſhall: we 

act in a direct Repugnancy to all the Prince- 
ples of it, to thoſe of Gratitude; nay to thoſe of 


Self-preſervation and Regard ? O the aſtoniſhing» 


Abſurdity! This is to be wor/e than Brutes, nay 
<p Fools or ag who injure. and hurt 
the mſ clves 
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themſelves for * of Neaſon; whilſt we who 
our reaſoning Facalty are only Wie fo do 
7 and bring Deſtruction upon ourſelves. How 
on we anſwer this to Gop, ſinee we can never 
do it to our o.-n Minds? What Peace or Com- 
fort can there be in ſuck 'a Life as this? Let 
any Man ask himſelf, if this be a Courle'to be 
eontinurd in? And if not, What ſhall Wie do, 
what ought we to do, but teturn to him by 
2 ſineere Repentance for our Sins, who by the 
Riches of his Goodneſs, Fotbearance and Long- 
ſuffering is inviting and leading us to it? If 
thus People would but uſe the Cofiſideration 
which God has given them, it would not only 
convince them of their Duty, but lay ſuch Ar- 
guments and Motives before them, as would 


make it difficult, very difficult, to refitt them. 
on 80 on to the 


V. Obſervation, Thar ir f „neger, 7 
Conſideration, and by pr Ming in a" Corſe of 
Sin, that People do at length contract a range 
Wenne and Hardneſs of Heart. 
This is a ſtartling Reflection, which "Mold = 
| Jive an hwalening Force upon us all. Ihe Tels 
| you conſider the more youll ſingand the more you 
in the- more you will grow into Imprnitency amd 
'Flardneſs of Heart; by which you may atlaſt con- 
tract ſuch an Indiſpoſition as may render your Re- 
pentance next to impoſſible; Thetefote cbt 
ne another daily, leſt u ny. uf You br hardned 
"through the Basen of ' Sin, Heb./x; 13. 
. is a moſt deceitful thing Ir Has many 


ways 
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Ways of Inſinuation, till it becomes familiar 
and that which follows hereupon, is Hardneſs. 
of Heart. 71015 e 

This Hardneſs is cauſed partly through the 
natural Influence that Sin has upon us, eſpeci- 
ally a Cuſtom in ſinning. The fing our ſelves 
to fin confirms the Habit, which by frequent 
Repetition does at laſt become inveterate; and 
that which at firſ# we hardly durſt venture up- 
on, does by Cuſom become another Nature. 
And partly it may be occaſioned by the righte- 
ous Dereliction of Gop : For upon our perliſt- 
ing in Sin, he may, and often is, proyoked at laſt 
to leave Men to themſelves, to withhold the be- 
nign Influences of his gracious Spirit, and to give 
them up to the Power of Satan, and the Swing of 
their own Luſts. Gop had done great Things 
for Iſrael his People (as he hath done likewiſe 
for us.) He had wrought wonderful Deliver- 
ances for them, beſtowed Abundance of his Mer- 
cies upon them, and offered to do a great deal 
more; but, inſtead of being gained upon here- 
by, they grew till more rebellious. My People 


' would not hearken to my Voice; and Iſrael 


would none of me. And what was the Con- 
ſequence ? Why, the righteous Dereliction of 


| Gop; who, as they refuſed to behave as his 


F 
haze purged thee, and then waſt not purged, 
that 13 have uſed tlie Means for thy purg-. 

ing, and yet thou art no way bettered by them) 
I therefore thou ſhalt not be purged from thy Fil. 
thineſs any more, till I have cauſed my Fury 
to reſt upon the. | | 
O take heed, my Brethren, how you abuſe 
the Goodneſs of Gop, how you ſlight the Means 
of Grace, reject the divine Counſels, and har- 
den your ſelves in Sin! If you ſhall leave Go, 
and Gop ſhall have left you, you will be in a 
deſperate Condition, Judgments will ſoon ſuc- 
Ceed in the Room of a departed Gop. If you 
are forſaken of him, it may be ſaid of you, as 
our Saviour ſaid of the Jes, Matth. xxiii. 38. 


Behold your Houſe is left uuto you deſolate. 
Which brings me to the 


VI. Obſervation. That the fearful Wrath of 
God doth moſt certainly await ſuch as are im- 
penitent and hardned in their Sins. 

The Apoſtle, in the Chapter preceding the 
Text, aſſures us, that the Wrath of Gop is re- 
wveuled from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs 
and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. i. e. who go on in 
Sin againſt the Light and Convictions of their 
Conſciences. 

It is revealed from Heaven. A majeſtick 
and awful Expreſſion! Heaven is the Throne 
of Gop, the Seat of his Juſtice. From thence, 

the ſupreme Governor and Judge of the 
World, he gives forth his Laws, and pen | 


Cafe of 4 Pexſops, a8 to that of Surie- 
ties, of Kingdoms, and Nations. Concerning 
which ye way affirm it as, a moſt certain 
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divine. Gooanefs, G op ſpeaks of them in an 
obſcrvable Manner. Hou fball 1 pardun ſiler 
VTV 
When I had fed. them. ta the full, that they 
committed Adultery — Shall 1 not viſſt far 
Theſe Things; and ſhall not my Soul he \avang- 
e4 on fich 6 Nation as this Jer. v. 7519. 
Communities, 4s ſuch, are not-jadged in the 
other World, becauſe every one is there to 
anſwer for himſelf in particular) and there- 
fore Gon does puniſh them in this. And 
from hence we muſt conclude, that -with- 
out national Repentanqe, national Judgments 


N os Would, arc unavoidable, . There is wo” 
cles of producing ee 


metous 


0 
w4 
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merous and common. Ils Sin that is the Cauſe 
of all thoſe public Calamities that have heen 
ſeen in the Earth, which have deſitoyed the 
moſt powerful, politick and floutiſhing King, 
doms, and laid whole Countries waſte, as well 
where Gop hath had a People, as elſewhere... 
But tho theſe are undoubted Truths, yet abun- 
dance of People give way to a Spirit of Slum- 
ber and Security, from a Number, of Conceits, 
that concludes much ſtrogger againſt them, 
than on the Side they would have it. You may 
often heat them arguing after this Manner,, We 
haye been oft in Danger, and Gop has ſtept in 
to our Deliverance, therefore it is to be hoped, 
he will do ſo ſtill. We never were in a mars 
proſperous Condition, or had greater viſible 
Teſtimonies of his Favour, than we have at 
preſent, and why ſhould we give Way to me; 
lancholy "Thoughts? We are a powerful and 
palitick People, and what can hurt us? Go 
is merciful and Long-ſuffcring, and therefore we 
hope he will till ſpare us not withſtanding our 
Hl Deſervings. We believe, that as bad as the 
Nation is, there are a great many good People 
{till among us, and we truſt that Gop will ſpars, 
the Land for their Sakes. However it be, there 
is no great likelihood of the Evils coming in 
our Day. | 971 
Upon ſuch uncertain Foundations as theſe 
do many! go on ſecurely in their Sins. But 
tho it be true Gop has delivered us many 
2 Time, does it follow, that therefore he will, 
Aways do it? We haye ſeen ſomething remarks, 
a | able 
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8 
able of late, yet has it not been with the Sword 
in Hand, as if he were ready to deſtroy us? 
He has given us Plenty, but threatned us twice 
with a Dearth, juſt before the /2ſ# Spring and Har- 
veſt. We have narrowly eſcaped a Conſpiracy that 
might ſoon have filled the Nation with Confuſion 
and Blood. Will his Patience laſt for evet, notwith- 
ſtanding our continued Affronts? Tis true we have 
many out ward Mercies, but has he not ſent} Lean: 
neſs into our Souls? See Pal. cvi. 15. Is na 
his Glory much departed from our Aſſemblies? 
Is it not upon the Threſhold, and do we not ſee 
it gradually departing more and more? Grant 
that we are a wiſe and powerful People, has 
not Gop more than one way to afflict and 
puniſh us? Can he not give Children to be our 
Princes? Iſa. iii. 4. Or tho' we dwell in the 
Clefts of the Rock, and ſet our Neſt among 
the Stars, can he not bring us down from 
thence, Obad. 4. and ſhew us the Vanity of 
our earthly Dependencies? He is merciful in- 
deed, ſhall we therefore be Evil becauſe he is 
Good? Shall we ſin that Grace may abound? 
Gop forbid! There are ſome good People in 
the Land, but ſince the Reformation, were 
there ever fewer? And may not People by their 


Incorrigibleneſs bring Matters to ſuch a paſs, that 


no Interceſſion of any ſhall avail to obtain 
Mercy at the Hand of Gop for them? | 
If we go on in our Sins, it niay be with 
Reſpe&to us, as'Gop ſpake concerning his Peo- 
ple of old. 7% Moſes and Samuel ſtood be- 


fore me, yot my Mind could not be toward this 


People ; 


" Py 


Pto 93 ht and let tham 


0 25 And it come to paſs, if they 
% unto thee, ef ag ſhall we go forth? Then 


thou ſhalt tell them, thus ſaith the Log, ſuch: 
as are for Death, to Death; and ſuch as are 
the Sword to the Sword ; and ſuch as are. 
or the Famine to the Famine ; and ſuch as are 
for the Captivity to the Captivit J, &c. Jer. 
xv. I, 2, 3. It is true we are charged with no 
ſuch expreſs Commiſſion as this, yet in the ge- 
neral we may pronounce it as a great Truth, 
that abuſed Goodaecſ⸗ and Patience will 
be turned at length into Mrath inerorable. 
Wherefore conſider this, ye that forget Gon 
left he tear you in Pieces, and there be 
ever, Pal. l. 21, 22. If any ſhall ſay, 3 
hope the Evil will not come in their Day, 4 ſhall, 
reply to them in the | = 


vn. Obſervation, That tho - you. 7 Hope 

to e ones. Gos Zudements in this World, there 

ay coming, when he will reveal them in 
» manner that . will be moſt terrible, and yet 
moſt righteous. 

It is called the Day of Wrath and the Re. 
welation of the Fa —— Judgment of Gov: 
This is the Day of judgment, which when it 
comes, there will be a revealing or manifeſt- 
ing of the holy and righteous Judgment of 
Gop, in relation both to Saints and Sinners. 
There is a Judgment now that is ſecretly paſſed 
in the Conlcience of every Man. The Spirit 
e Peace and Pardon to ſuch as ſin-- 

| 1 2 cCetrely 
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cerely repent and believe,” and the vicked te: 
ceive 7herr Doom alſo in'their'Conſeicaces. But 
this private Judgment remains 2 Secret in Meds. 
Brealis, not may the Equity NEE hee _ . 
it at preſent be fo fenfiblyPereVved. "But in 
that Day the Lokp will la every Thing N 
and make it parent to all the World, . 
juſtly he hath accepted the one to eee, 
and tejected the other to Daumution. 48 

And when! this' Day (ſhall cone, ie will 
be no eſcaping the Wrath f Gov. Tho now 
you ſhouſd live at Eaſe, atid 5 down to your 
Grayes in Peace, yet then it Vill find yb out. 
Chriſt will make an open and viſtble Diviſion of 
the Sheep om the Goute, ſaying to the ont, 
come, r Ae 307 ed of my Father, inherit the Xing 

nd to FE ke: Apart from me, r 
. into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels, Mat. xxv. 41. In that 
Day therethall'be a revealing of Sin and of Fudg- | 
ment; of Sn, all the Secrets of "your Hearts 
ſhall be laid open; ; the Sinz of your whos Life 
9 7 be ſet in Aar before youzerogether With all 

the Richey of that Goodneſs, Fotbearante and 
Long: ſuffering which you have deſpiſed. Every 
Thitg ſhall be brought forch' ad made #8 Jap 
and Wanifen as the Sun. And there ſliall be 

revealing Z of . not only in its 7 ek 
but in its Righteouſneſs.” 

This is he We inks Nee denne " 
in the Text. The A ertges of t drckd- 
ful Sentence which Wilk then be paſſed upon 
Sugers will * made appear to the full Con- 


viction 


(35 )' 
vickion of the damned themſelves, and the open 
Confeſſion of the World. As Gop hath ap- 
pointed 4 Day in which he will judge the 
World, by that Man whom he hath ordained, 
whereof he hath giurn Aſſurance unto all Men, 
in that he hath raiſed him from the dead: So 
when he does it, it will be zu Righteouſneſs, 
Acts xvii. 31. It is called he Revelation of 
the righteous Judgment of Gop. There ſhall 
be ſo cleat a Reyelation of this as will ſtop 
Mouth. All the Pleas and Excuſes of 
Sinners ſhall be ſo fully anſwered, as to have no 
Objection remaining. Tho Sinners ſhall bit- 
terly wail and gnaſh their Teeth, they will 
not be able to bring the leaſt Charge of Injuſ- 
tice” againſt Goo. How great ſocyer their 
Puniſhment be, it will appear no more than 
what their Sins did amply deſere. 
And when this Day of Gop's Wrath ſhall 
come, there will be no Poſſibility of getting 
out of the way of it. Indeed now through 
the rich Goodneſs of God, there ate Means 
offered by which Sinners may eſcape ir, aud 
they are warned to flee from this Wrath which 
is to come. There js a Refuge provided for 
them, namely, the Lord Fefas Chit. and Gop 
is ſo good as to condeſcend to beſeech them, 
with ſpeed to betake themſelves to him, in 
whom they ſhall find Salvation, and in none 
other, Acts iv. 12. But if they deſpiſe the 
Day of Grace, and let the Opportunity paſs 
that is now in their Hands; if they be 
found out of Chriſt "ar Judgment, his Wrath 
ö | will 


£36) 
will infallibly take hold of them; There will 
be no eſcaping the Hands of * or re- 


ſiting the Arm of his Power. No Refuge to 
fly to, no Rocks of Defence, no ſecret Holes 
or Caverns of the Earth in which to hide 
themſelves. They may wring their Hands, and 
like diſtracted Men cry aloud to the Rocks and 
Mountains to fall on them, and hide. hem from 
the Face of him that ſitteth on the Throne, and 
from the Face of the Lamb, Rev. vi. 16. But 
theſe will be fruitleſs Cries: Though they ſtretch 
forth their Hands and make many Prayers, it 
will not-avail them. - Nay, Mercy itſelf, that 
dear Attribute, which Men are wont to fly to in 
their Diſtreſs, will be deaf to all their Intreaties. 
Believe it, my Brethren, one Tear or Sigh. of a 
penitent Heart zom, will prevail more for the 
obtaining of Mercy, than the moſt bitter and 
importunate Cries will do in the Day of -Gov's 
Vengeance. Wherefore to Day, while it is 
fail t to Day, if ye will hear his Voice, harden 
not your Hearts. As a further Means of awa- 
kening, I ſhall offer but one Conſideration more, 


which is contained in the + 8 


VIII. And laſt Obſervation. That, the Wrath 
Gop, which ſpall be inflifted in the Day of 
2 upon impenitent Sinners, will bear a 
Proportion to thoſe Riches of his Goodueſs, For- 
bearance, and Long. Suffering, that have been. 4e. 
ſpiſed by them. Ja | 
As the open condenming of all wicked Men 


vithout Exception, will dener Proof of the 
Kigbteouſ- 


> = i 
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Righteouſneſs of Gop in the Day of Judgment ; 
ſo the proportioning of Puniſhments to their 
Sins, will be a further Manifeſtation of the Ju, 
tice and Equity of his Proceedings. No wick 
ed Man ſhall eſcape, and every one of them 
ſhall be puniſhed according to his Deeds. 
They ſhall receive the full Wages of their Sins; 
no Part of them ſhall be kept back. He w] 
reward every Man according to his Works, as 

It is in the Context, v. 6. 
As they, who have believed in his Son, re- 
pented of their Sins, and led a Life of Faith and 
holy Obedience, ſhall have a Reward of Grace, 
according to the Merit of their Saviour and Sure- 
ty: So they that have been contentions, ver. 8. 
that is, wrangling with his Truth, and diſobedi- 
ent to his Laws, ſhall be puniſhed according to 
the Meaſure and Merit of their Sins. In the 
Judgment paſſed upon myſtical Babylon, there is 
an exact proportioning of Puniſhment. How 
much fe hath glorified herſelf and lived delici- 
ouſly, ſo much Torment and Sorrow give her, 
Rev. xviii. 7. The like will be done to all the 
Enemies of Chriſt and his Goſpel, to all im- 
penitent unconverted Sinners, when Gop ſhall 
remember their Iniquittes. | 
The Apoſtle had doubtleſs an Eye to this, 
when ſpeaking of the Abuſe of Gop's Good- 
neſs, he calls it, a treaſuring up of Wrath. He 
chuſes this metaphorical Way of Expreſſion, to 
ſignify the Correſpondence of their Puniſhments 
to their Sins; and how the one will anſwer to the 
other. There will be Treaſures of Wrath an- 

ſwerable 


{ T4900] — 
Feergble to the Riches of Goodneſs they have 
deſpiſed. Gop has been heaping of Benefit 
n you, and thou, O Man, by pervetting the 
1d of this Goodneſs, art heaping to thy ſelf 
Treaſures of Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath. 
Then thoſe Treaſures, which by thy manifold | 
Sins thou haſt been laying up, ſhall be opened. 
They lie hid at preſent in the ſecret Purpoſe of 
Gop, but then they will be revealed. Theſe 
Treaſures will be broken up, like the Fountains 
of the great deep, Gen. vii, 11. and thou, ſhalt 
be overwhelmed with them, as with a Deluge, 
Thou haſt deſpiſed Goodneſs, thou ſhalt be pur 
niſhed with Wrath, Riches of Goodneſs; thou 
ſhale have plentiful Wrath, Torment and Mile, 
ry enough. Thou haſt ſinned againſt the God - 
neſs, Forbcarance, and Long: ſuffering ef Gon, 
— ſhalt be puniſhed with the Hrath 
Go. un ebe ht 
And who knoweth, or is able to deſcribe the 
Power of his Anger? Pſal. xc. 11. In the 
Revelation of his righteous Judgment, he will 
glorify his Power in thy Deſtruction; wha 
ſoall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, 
from the Preſence of the Lon p, and the Glory 
of his Power, 2 Theſſ. i. 9. Being infinite in 
Power, as in all his Perfections, he is able to 
manifeſt his Wrath in a Way of Puniſhment, 
that ſhall anſwer to the Goodneſs and Greatneſs. 
of the Majeſty thou haſt offended. Therefore 
the DeſtruQion threatned to impenitent Sinners, 
is no leſs than an everlaſting Deſtruction. 
Yrs __  Milgy 


| ('39:) 
Miſery, inconceivable and cndleſs.: The bitter, 
eſt Torments thou canſt be ſuppoſed to ſuffer. 
here, may be reckoned a Pleaſire, if compared 
with the Sufferings of the damned in Hell. And 
if the Pains we ſometimes ſuffer here be, /@ in. 
talerable; that we acoount every Minute an Hour, 
what muſt we think of Heil Tarnients, which 
will be:ctheoalP + it bog A511 n 42 
{ -Qithis Word Eternity! What an Idea does, 
itiraiſe! Not more joyful to good Men, than it 
muſt be terrible to the Wicked! It is this Which 
gives the higheſt Accent to the Happineſs of 
the one, and to the Miſery of the other. Io 
be tormented for ever! Without the leaſt Miti- 
gation, or Hope of Relief! That after Men have 
ſuffered Millions and Millions of Ages, they ſhalk 
be as far from an End of their Torments, as they 
were the firſt Moment; how killing is the 
Thouglit! If (as ſome repreſent it) there was a 
Mountain of Fand, as broad as the whole Sur- 
face of the Earth, heaped up to the higheſt Star, 
and at the End of every hundred Years, a Bird 
was to come and take away no more than ane 
ſangie Grain, how vaſt a Duration of Time would 
it require to remove it? But yet if hereby the 
Torments of the damned might be meaſur d, 
this, though a Duration unconceivable, would 
give Hope of an End : Whereas Eternity ad- 
mits of no ſuch Conception; for if there the 


3 Warm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched, 


it puts the Negative upon every ExpcQation of 
this Kind, though 8 to the greateſt Diſ- 


14 tance 


(407) 
tance of Time, and . — a Hopes ar 
once. FORT 219 15 
And is not 45 an aſtoniſhing; an overwhelm: 
ing Thought? Is there not enough in it to appale 
the Countenance of the ſtouteſt Sinner upon 
Earth? to ſtop the Career of the moſt furious 
Prodigal, and to rouze the ſlumbring Minds of 
the moſt careleſs and ſecure ? Should not this 
awaken every one that ſhall read theſe Lines? 
Should it not fill them with the greateſt Concern, 
to eſcape this Place of Torment, from whence 
there is no Redemption? And how ſhould-it 
indear a Saviour tous > How ſhould it affect us 
with the adorable Love of Gop, in ſending his 
beloved and only begotten Son, to redeem us 
from this extream and endleſs Miſery, by laying 
down his moſt precious Life for us! How ſhould 
we rejoice that we are not fallen into this horri- 
ble Gulf, though ſome may be upon the Brink of 
it? How ſhould we bleſs Go for giving us ſpace 
1 * ent; for continuing his Goſpel among 
| y which and all the other Inſtances of his 
Goodck I have mentioned, he is /eading us 
fo Repentance, in order to eſcape his Wrath, 
which otherwiſe will unavoidably come upon 
Oh let us not make light of theſe Things! 
But having ſuch a Hell of Miſery to fear, and 
ſuch a Heaven of Happineſs as is revealed in the 
Goſpel to hope for, let us reſolve we will neglect 
no Means, grudge no Time or Pains, by which 
we may avoid the one, and obtain the ous 


"i 
(41) * 
In order to this, let us as Perſons convinced of 
their nerd, beſeech Goo to beſtow upon us his 
holy Hpirit. For though he is pleaſed to make 
uſe of all Arguments of Perſuaſion, as a Means 
to induce People to their Duty, and to leave 
them inexcuſable if they neglect it; yet ſuch is 
the Corruption and Perverſeneſs of our Nature, 
that theſe will have no ſaving Influence upon us, 
without the ſipernatural Concurrence of the Spi- 
rit of Gop, But if under a Conviction of this, 
we ſcek his Aſſiſtance, and are not wanting to 
ourſelves in the uſe of his inſtituted Means, we 
ſhall not want Encouragement from him in any 
thing that is needful for us. It was to /ample, 

fooliſh, ſcornful Sinners, Deſpiſers of his Good- 
neſs, that he directs thoſe Words in Prov. i. 22, 
23. Turn you at my Reproof: Behold, I will 
pour out my Spirit unto you, 1 will make known 
my Words unto ou. wy 

Thus I have given you my Thoughts upon this 
Subject, and from it have endeayour'd to ſhew you 
the Sin and Danger of deſpi/eng the Riches of 
Gop's Goodneſs, &c. We have had a great deal of 
Reaſon to expect he would have viſited us before 
now with moſt deſolating Judgments. But His 
Thotghts are not as our Thoughts, nor his Ways 
as our Ways. Notwithſtanding our many and 
great Provocations, he till forbears. I have 
ſhewn you his End in this and all the other In- 
ſtancesof his Goodneſs. Now if we will right- 
ly anſwer the Deſign of this g/orzous Anni verſa- 


ry, we ought {7/2 to offer up our unfeigned and 


fockheſamey} th: vepent of ar Sink ny 
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